Anthem Chapters VIII-IX Study Guide
1. Describe the protagonist’s mood at the beginning of chapter XII. Why do you suppose he feels this way?

2. What does he eat in the forest, and how has his attitude toward food changed since his escape?

3. What does he see in the stream, and how does he react to it?

4. Whom does he encounter in the forest, and why is this person there?

5. What idea have they been “taught with their first breath,” and how do they feel about that belief now?

6. What word do you suppose the Golden One is trying to find on p. 87?

7. The protagonist says that “there is some error, one frightful error, in the thinking of men,” but he cannot figure out the nature of that error. What do you suppose it might be?

X-XII

1. Describe some of the wonders that they find in the house.

2. What do they find particularly shocking about the bedroom?

3. How are the “manuscripts” different from those they are accustomed to? 

4. What has the protagonist finally discovered at the beginning of chapter XI?

5. According to the protagonist, what happens when the word “we” is “placed first within man’s soul”? What do you suppose this means?

6. What metaphor does the protagonist use on p. 97 to describe the effect of the word “we”? What does he mean by this?

7. Explain the significance of the names they choose for each other.

8. What do they plan to do now?

9. Explain the thematic significance of “The sacred word: EGO.”

